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PKOF. BRYCE ON THE "AMERICAN COMMON- 
WEALTH." 

Our library has been enriched by the purchase of the 
two volumes thus entitled. They will instruct any man, 
English or American, who will read them. Mr. Bryce 
remarks truly (vol. iii., p. 257) on the growing friendli- 
ness of the Americans to England: — "Considering how 
much commoner is hatred than love, or at least jealousy, 
between nations, considering the proverbial bitterness of 
family quarrels, and considering how intense was the 
hatred felt in the United States towards England fifty 
years ago, rekindled by the unhappy war of 1812, kept 
alive by the sensitiveness of the one people and the arro- 
gance of the other, imprinted afresh on new generations 
in America by silly school-books and fourth of July 
harangues, inflamed afresh by the language of a large 
section of English society during the Civil War, it is one 
of the remarkable events of our time that a cordial feeling 
should now exist between the two chief branches of the 
English race. 

" The settlement of the ' Alabama' claims has con- 
tributed to it. The democratization of England, and the 
growth of literature and science in America, have con- 
tributed to it. The greater respect which Europeans have 
come to show to America has contributed to it. But the 
ocean steamers have, perhaps, done most of all, because 
they have enabled the two peoples to know one another." 

Such a book as this increases international fellowship. 
It is full, fair, accurate and comprehensive. Its criticisms 
will do us good, and its information will leave any reading 
Englishman without excuse for ignorance of our national 
institutions and life. That two peoples having so much 
in common should engage in arming against and provoking 
war with each other is almost inconceivable. 



A DEFENCE OF MISSIONARY WORK. 

The Rev. Dr. T. T. Munger of New Haven contributes 
to the June Forum a strong and interesting defence of 
missions against the common utilitarian argument that 
the missionary's task is an impossible one. Dr. Munger 
maintains that the number of converts and churches bears 
but the slightest relation to the success of a missionary. 
' ; He goes to a nation with a Bible in one hand and a 
catechism in the other— a simple and pathetic figure, but 
the catechism is forgotten and the Bible has grown into a 
charter of freedom and true national life." The great 
power of the missionary lies in the fact that the growth of 
civilization has not been "through the spread of the arts but 
of ideas, and the chief agents have been living men with 
empty hands but believing hearts. At the sources of the 
civilization of every nation in Europe lie the names of 
individual men who were unversed in a knowledge of the 
arts of their day, but carried only the seed-wheat of 
spiritual fact and moral ideas." The task of the mis- 
sionary to the East is to start those nations again on that 
career of endless progress which is the prerogative of 
man, and which differentiates him from the lower creation ; 
and this he thinks can be done by the Christian mis- 
sionary better than through any other agency. "One 
missionary will do more to start the living current of 
civilization than all the delegations, simply bt cause he 
begins farther back in his teaching and awakens con- 
science, and the sense of selfhood, and of the dignity of 
human nature. Thy life of nations, as of man, is from 
within outward." 



TO LORD TENNYSON : 
On his Eightieth Birthday, August 6, 1889. 

LEWIS MOREIS. 

Master and friend ! too swift on noiseless feet 

Thy hurrying decades fleet with stealthy pace ; 
Yet not the less thy voice is clear and sweet, 

And still thy genius mingles strength with grace. 

On thy broad brow alone and reverend face 
Thy fourscore winters show, not on thy mind. 

Stay, Time, a little while thy headlong chase ; 
Or passing, one Immortal leave behind, 
For we are weak, and changeful as the wind. 
Stay with us ; 'neath thy spell the world grows fair. 
Our hearts revive, our inmost souls are stirred, 
And all our English race awaits thy latest word ! 



OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES. 

Born in Cambridge August 29, 1809. 

Genius of dual flame by Nature lit, 
With twin-born lights of poesy and wit, 
Whose penciled beams in threads of thought intwine, 
And clear through fourscore years of veiling shine, 
The century's old — a decade sole remains — 
Our autocrat in Fancy's youth still reigns. 
Your virile verse reveals no swerving rays — 
Your poise of theme no senile lapse betrays. 
Share long the glow of lines that shall not die, 
Their sparkle's living reflex in your eye — 
Chastened as diamond facets, keen and pure, 
Fashioned alike to glisten and endure. 



THE INTERNATIONAL MARINE CONFERENCE. 

The names and post-office addresses of the American 
delegates to the International Marine Conference are as 
follows : Rear Admiral S. R. Franklin, Washington, 
D. C. ; Captain >V. P. Sampson, U. S. Navy, Command- 
ant of the Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland ; Cap- 
tain James W. Norcross, East Boston, Mass. ; Captain 
John W. Shackford, Philadelphia, Pa. ; William W. 
Goodrich, Esq., New York City; Clement A. Griscom, 
Esq., Philadelphia, Pa., and Hon. Sumner I. Kimball, 
Supt. of Life Saving Department of United States Gov- 
ernment, Washington, D. C. The purpose of this confer- 
ence is to devise an international signal code and "rules 
of the road," in order to lessen the dangers of collision 
and in other ways to increase the security of life and 
property at sea. The objects of the gathering are purely 
humanitarian ones. The conference bad been approved 
by the chief boards of trade and similar commercial organ- 
izations in this country. Congress had appropriated 
$20,000 for it Invitations have been sent out to the im- 
portant maritime Powers, and most of the invitations have 
been accepted. 

The conference is to hold its sessions in Washington, 
D. C. 



Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes advises young men not to 
smoke. "It is liable to injure the sight," he says, "to 
render the nerves unsteady, to enfeeble the will, and to 
enslave the nature to an imperious habit likely to stand 
in the way of a duty to be performed." 



